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Despite obvious consequences, many mid-sized com-

panies are cutting back on security in order to 

weather the economic downturn. How can you be sure 

you have adequate coverage for your company?  

According to a McAfee survey, seven out of ten  

mid-sized business believe that a data breach could 

put them out of business. That is a startling 70%!  

Yet, we see more companies slimming down their  

IT and security budgets in light of monetary strains. 

The truth isé  while you may spend less in  

reoccurring monthly charges, your company may  

be crippled by the costs of emergency repairs in the 

instance of a security breach. Darrell Rodenbaugh 

from McAfee shared his insight explaining a terrible 

trend afoot; 

An organizationôs level of worry and awareness 

about increasing threats has not overcome the 

downward pressure on budgets and resourcesé 

But this creates a vicious cycle of breach and 

repair that costs far more than prevention.    

Do you have an expert at your fingertips?  
The biggest question is if someone in your office is 

capable of deploying, configuring, managing, updat-

ing, and supporting a system with multiple lines of 

security for your organization. Remember, there are 

five key areas to consider when reviewing a security 

solution: end points, network security, e-mail, Inter-

net, and data security. So, how can you determine the 

acceptable level of risk with regard to security for 

your organization? Take a look at these topics to re-

view when evaluating your security needs. 

T A reactive or proactive stance.   
Should you wait until a threat emerges and then 

concentrate on protecting your company against 

those threats? No! Thatôs like shopping for one 

meal at a time at the grocery store. Why wait 

until youôre hungry to go shopping? Take a pro-

active approach to assess threats, determine vul-

nerabilities, and analyze the risks to your com-

pany in terms you can use. For example, the like-

lihood or impact of an infection or compromise.  
(Continued on page 2) 

Reactive or proactive security measures for 

your business: are you in your comfort zone? 

We love getting referrals from our loyal clients or 

friends and weôre not afraid to show it!  

Refer a new business client to us by January 15th and 

when they sign up with our IT service plans, weôll 

ship you a FREE 22ò widescreen LCD monitor (thatôs 

over a $200 value) and your referral receives TWO 

FREE HOURS of computer support right from the 

start with absolutely no strings attached. 

Everybody Wins!  You get a cool new 22ò wide-
screen LCD monitor and the person you refer gets to 

ñtry before they buyò with two free hours of computer 

support.  They also get introduced to an honest, reli-

able consultant who is dedicated to solving their com-

puter problems. Just tell your friends to mention your 

name when they call so we can reward your loyalty if 

they become a client. We will make sure they get their 

(Continued on page 3) 

Do You Know Someone Who Could Use Our Help? 
Refer a new client to us in December and weõll 

send you a FREE 22ó widescreen LCD monitor  

Stay safe online 

this holiday season 
 

According to AVG, the  

number of poisoned websites 

is increasing. 1 in 1000 web 

pages are infected with  

malicious drive-by 

downloads. 

 Whatôs worse? More people 

are online shopping, looking 

for decorating or cooking 

tips, and connecting with 

friends or family on the  

Internet during the holidays.  

With a higher level of traffic 

and the ever increasing level 

of threats online, you cannot 

be too careful about how you 

use the Internet these days.  

Give yourself the upper  

hand with these three tips to 

help you stay safe online  

this holiday season.  

After all, awareness is the  

first step to safely surfing  

the Internet. 

(Continued on page 4) 
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These quantitative results will help you meas-

ure the level of risk you are willing to carry 

with regard to security. 

T Policies to protect your company. 

While you may be confident in your staff and 

their ability to avoid infections, many dangers 

lurk in unsuspecting places online. According 

to RSA, the number of attacks via social net-

works at the end of 2008 totaled roughly 

100,000 incidents. Promote a company policy 

restricting social networking and personal e-

mailing at work in order to protect your or-

ganization from disaster. Unfortunately, all the 

preventative programs and policies in the 

world wonôt do a bit of good if there is no 

training, tracking, or enforcement to keep your 

company safe. So, be sure to follow up with 

your security plan.  

T The purpose and scope of your  

security plan.  If you want to protect your 

business from costly interruptions, create a 

plan. Of course, the obvious purpose is to 

protect your company data, but think about the 

five vectors mentioned earlier: end points, 

network security, e-mail, Internet, and data 
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security. Which is a higher priority for you? 

Build a plan that focuses on your most valued 

or vulnerable areas, but be sure your scope is 

all-inclusive. Overlooking any one of these 

five areas may be detrimental to your com-

panyôs progress. For example, compliance is 

a huge driver for security considerations in 

many industries today. Regulations may re-

quire you to keep documentation for a num-

ber of years and protect those documents 

from prying eyes. Make sure your plan pro-

tects your customers data, your employees, 

and you.   

Donõt let security get bumped off your 

radar!  If you have any questions about the top-

ics in this article, take immediate action to protect 

your organization today by picking up the phone 

and calling Fidelis. We will work with you to 

conduct a thorough assessment of your network 

and pinpoint any exposure or risk to potential 

lapses in security, data backup, power outages, 

and system downtime.   

Donôt worry, we wonôt tie you down to one set of 

security measures. We understand that every busi-

ness is a different. Our goal is to find the best 

solution to fit your organization and protect your 

most prized possession, your business. 

Industry analysts are watching the number of electronic readers pur-

chased increase daily. Thatôs right, electronic readers could be among 

the list of the hottest gifts for 2009.  

New lines of portable media devices line the shelves in retail stores 

rubbing elbows with iPods, portable video players, and video games. 

However, with the falling prices of the growing selection of digital 

books, demand has hit an all time high for electronic readers like the 

Sony Corpôs Reader and Amazon.comôs Kindle Reader.  

Shoppers this season have even seen electronic readers at stores  

like Wal-Mart and Best Buy.   

These reading devices are a fantastic gift for anyone who loves to cud-

dle up with a good book. The Sony Reader, for example, features a 

lightweight design, paper like display for natural reading and less eye 

strain, and can carry up to 350 books on the go. Did I mention the best 

part? These readers are Mac and PC compatible so you donôt have to 

worry about buying the right type. 

The hottest gift for 2009! 


